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Francke's
education
and early
career.

from the name of the gatherings, the reformers became
known in reproach as Pietists.1
From the standpoint of education, however, the most
important Pietist was August Hermann Francke (1663-
1727). Francke received an excellent education at the
Gotha gymnasium, where he became acquainted with
the reforms of Ratich and Comenius, and at the uni-
versities of Erfurt, Kiel, and Leipzig, in which he studied
theology and the languages, especially Greek and He-
brew. He first came into notice at Leipzig, where he
had become a Privatdocent,2 by starting a Pietist society
for careful discussion and pious application of the Scrip-
tures. His attitude aroused the ill-will of the older
professors and caused his dismissal. After a brief but
stormy career as a preacher at Erfurt and as a teacher
at Hamburg, he assisted in founding the University^ of^
Halle, which became the center from which Pietism was
diffused throughout Germany.
Organization of Francke's Institutions
Through his      Here in 1692 Francke became a professor of the Greek
pastorate at
Giaucha, he   and Hebrew languages, but was afterward transferred
found an       to his favorite subject of theology.    To make ends meet,
1Like the names Puritan and Methodist, however, it was afterward
adopted as a term of honor.
2 In the German universities a Privatdocent is not, like a professor, in
receipt of a regular salary, but is given a percentage of the fees of the
students that attend his lectures.